2011 REFLECTION
I decided a few days ago to take a look at the year and reflect on the beauty of our Beloved Sacred Heart Parish. I want to share these thoughts with you.  On January 6th, we celebrated “Little Christmas” with a Prayer Service and social to honor the volunteers of our family…..the Parish Pastoral Council, Finance Council, Trustees, Ushers, Choir Members, Lectors, Ministers of the Eucharist, Altar Servers, RCIA Team, Catechists, Caregivers, Food distribution & The Lord’s Table, Collection Counters, Parish Staff. We are so grateful to all of them for their dedication to the parish.  We celebrated Vocation Awareness Sunday – We were blessed with two seminarians, Juan Carlos Munoz and Arian Wharff residing with us for the year. We continued our Adult Faith Formation evening sessions, four in all for the academic year.  In February, we celebrated the wedding anniversaries of a large number of couples who gathered around the sanctuary to renew their wedding vows.  If I recall correctly we totaled over 400 years of marriage. Twenty Confirmation students and their parents and sponsors met in church for a prayer-filled ceremony in preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation which included a full day on Sunday with class, Mass and service at the Lord’s Table.  This year the Confirmation service project included speaking at the Masses to collect funds for the Women’s Center and to raise awareness of PRO LIFE.  In March, these same students participated in ‘Net Ministries’ retreat at Sacred Heart along with several other neighboring parishes.

As the Lenten season continued, we prayed the Stations every Sunday after the 9:00 Mass and watched our RCIA members progress in their ceremonies of the Rite of Sending and the three Scrutiny Rites. Twenty-two of our young people attended our First Reconciliation service and received the Sacrament of God’s forgiveness for the first time. Our Catechists continued with their educational training during these weeks. It should be noted that Sacred Heart has 100% of our Catechists certified at Level I for teaching our Faith to the young people enrolled in the program.  The program totals one hundred sixty students from grades Kindergarten through Eighth.  During the Easter Vigil, we had eight of our parishioners complete their Sacraments of Initiation, and two others were baptized into the Faith.

We tried something new this year with our First Communion class and had two Sundays for our First Communicants to receive their First Holy Communion.  During this beautiful month we had much to celebrate: a carnation for every woman in the parish to honor them on the second Sunday of May, our annual May Crowning, and the Sacrament of Confirmation was administered for the first time during a Sunday Mass.  The Diaconate Ordination was held on May 21st. The class included: Neiser Cardenas Barros, Rob Cro, Matthew Pfleger, Walter Quiceno, Andres Serna. Deacon Walter’s family visited from Columbia to celebrate with him. June saw the Ordination to the Priesthood of six men for the Diocese.  As a parish we celebrated a ‘Night at the Trenton Thunder’ ball game. Fernbrook Farms week-long summer camp program was as strong and encouraging as ever.

Summer months were somewhat slow but the usual monthly and weekly events continued.  Our monthly Food Collection weekends and food bagging Mondays, followed by the Tuesday distribution day were held with great support from everyone.  The last Sunday of the month, The Lord’s Table continues to feed many needy people in our area. Following the 12:10 pm Mass we have our Wednesday Rosary group, First Friday Adoration and weekly Friday confessions. Every other Wednesday our Divine Mercy Prayer Group continues to pray together. I was appointed the Dean of Mercer County South Deanery.  

The fall months were here in no time and everything was back to normal. Religious Education classes began in September and twenty-two catechists were commissioned. We began to have a ‘Family Mass’ once a month for the families of the Religious Ed children. Workshops were held for Lectors, Special Ministers of Holy Communion and Altar Servers. We had a wonderful experience in October, a Parish Mission. In mid-October we had the annual coat and blanket clothing drive. We prepared our people for the Roman Missal with parish mailings and workshops in November.

Our Table of Remembrance reminded us during the month of November of the twenty- seven members of our family who died during the year.  We welcomed eleven new candidates into our RCIA process and had our annual Thanksgiving food drive where over 600 bags of food and turkeys were distributed to the needy. Our annual Thanksgiving Mass was celebrated with great joy.  On the First Sunday of Advent we introduced the new translation of the Roman Missal.  Our Giving Tree program was a great success with over 400 gifts distributed to needy families. On the last Saturday of Advent Bishop O’Connell was with us to celebrate the Mass along with the seminarians of the Diocese. 

There is so much more that has happened, it is difficult to put into words:  the many confessions, the home visits to bring the Eucharist, the nursing home and care center visits, the many baptisms and marriages that took place here this year.  The daily life of our parish is filled with so much love, love for each other, but most of all of love of our Faith and in our God. I sit back and think, “I am the luckiest priest in the world to be a part of such a loving faith-filled people.”  

Grace and blessing to all of you.
Merry Christmas,
Fr Dennis


[image: ]
image1.tiff
MERRY CHRISTMAS




